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ROOTED IN PRINCIPLES, ARTICULATE IN WORDS AND LEADER IN ACTIONS 





ormer Union Minister 

Sudini Jaipal Reddy 

passed away on 28th 

July 2019 at Asian Insti- 
tute of Gastroenterology, Hy- 
derabad. The cause was 
pneumonia. 

In his political life of 50 
years, Mr Reddy had earned 
reputation as a fine public 
speaker and as someone who 
would never compromise on 
his principles. “An articulate 
parliamentarian across the 
benches and _= an_ able 
spokesperson, he was a valued 
member of the government 
2004- 2014”, says Pranab 
Mukherjee, former President 
of India, and a veteran Con- 
gress leader. 

Born in Nermatta in Mah- 
bubnagar district of Telangana, 
to late Durga Reddy and 
Yashodamma, Jaipal Reddy 
hailed from a family engaged in 
agriculture. He was married to 
Smt. Lakshmi. Keeping agricul- 
ture as a hobby, he pursued 
Bachelor's in Journalism, in 
Law and a Master's in English 
Literature, all from Osmania 
University, Hyderabad. 

Though he suffered an at- 
tack of polio in his childhood, 
he turned out to be a respected 
leader, beginning with the stu- 
dent union at Osmania Univer- 
sity, moving on to national 
politics as part of Indian Na- 
tional Congress, and being 
recognised as an outstanding 
Member of Parliament. His de- 
termination and boldness of 
principle has won him many 
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admirers. This is evident in his 
decision to contest against In- 
dira Gandhi in 1977 to protest 
the imposition of Emergency, 
even though he had been a 
Congress MLA for four terms. 

There were also many sto- 
ries of how he survived an at- 
tack for his strident role during 
the Telangana agitation of 
1969-70. 

He was elected to the Lok 
Sabha from Mahbubnagar in 





Re Al 


1984 for the first time. Later, he 
rejoined the Congress party 
and was_ elected from 
Miryalaguda in 2004 and 
Chevella constituency in 2009. 
He served as a member of 
Rajya Sabha twice and also 
held the position of Leader of 
Opposition in the same. 

As a_ politician, Reddy 
never missed an opportunity 
to articulate the hopes and as- 
pirations of the masses, partic- 


oe 


middle row) along with his Journalism batchmates and faculty members. 


N EXCEPTIONAL MAN 


ularly farmers and the weaker 
sections of the society. Never 
did the lure of office or reputa- 
tion of his rivals faze him. It 
was his grit and determination 
that helped him in overcoming 
his physical disability, in con- 
testing the Lok Sabha elections 
against Indira Gandhi from 
Medak in 1980, or in taking on 
the might of the Reliance 
group as the Union Minister for 
Petroleum and Natural Gas in 
2011-12. 

“There is only one portfo- 
lio lam certain I have the right 
person for. It is the Information 
and Broadcasting Ministry for 
Jaipal Reddy,” I. K. Gujral had 
remarked in mid-1997. Reddy 
served as the Union Cabinet 
Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting twice, first under 
Inder Kumar Gujral and later 
under Manmohan Singh. 

Reddy also served as Min- 
ister for Urban Development 
and Petroleum and Natural 
Gas; Member of Committee on 
Finance; Member of Consulta- 
tive Committee, Ministry of Fi- 
nance; Member of Joint 
Committee on Patents Bill; 





Member of Consultative Com- 
mittee, Ministry of Power; 
Union Cabinet Minister, Urban 
Development; Vice President, 
Parliamentary Forum on Water 
Conservation and Manage- 
ment; Union Minister for the 
Ministry of Earth Sciences and 
the Ministry of Science and 
Technology. 

Reddy had strived for clas- 
sical language status for Tel- 
ugu. He was also responsible 
for the introduction of the 
Prasar Bharati bill in the Parlia- 
ment. This was the law that 
provided for the autonomous 
functioning of Doordarshan 
and All Indian Radio, and the 
expansion of FM Radio in the 
country. Reddy also initiated 
the live telecast of proceedings 
of Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

He was an exceptional 
parliamentarian, an efficient 
minister and widely acknowl- 
edged for his integrity. He 
practiced clean politics and led 
an exemplary public life. 
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A learned man, an avid reader and a man of 
profound sensitivity, it is no wonder that this 
bespectacled man, who was affected by polio in 
his childhood, had become a recognised 
parliamentarian despite hailing from a backward 


village in Mahabubnagar. 
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Jaipal: A fighter and a 
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e stood up firmly to op- 
He emergency, the 

might of Reliance, prac- 
tised clean politics, fought for 
freedoms and never let his life- 
long physical disability come in 
the way of his journey of grit 
and determination, marked by 
an exemplary public life. 

In the passing of Sudini 
Jaipal Reddy (77) it would be 
no exaggeration to state that 
Indian politics has lost a_bril- 
liant Parliamentarian, who 
packed his speeches with wit, 
criticism and depth of informa- 
tion. 

No wonder, that this be- 
spectacled man, who suffered 
from childhood polio, rose 
from the backward village of 
Madgul in Mahbubnagar to be 
recognised as Best Parliamen- 
tarian. Enroute, he shone as a 
student leader in Osmania Uni- 
versity, an orator in the Legisla- 
tive Assembly in combined 
Andhra Pradesh, Union Minis- 
ter holding multiple portfolios 
and most vocal spokesperson 
of opposition parties like 
Janata Party to coalition gov- 
ernment of United Front. 

In a political career of over 
half a century, Jaipal came full 
circle, starting from a Congress 





MLA representing Kalwakurthy 
in 1969 to returning to its fold 
in 1999. In between, he joined 
the Janata Party in 1977 oppos- 
ing Emergency and Prime Min- 
ister Indira Gandhi. He first hit 
national limelight by taking on 
Indira Gandhi in Medak as a 
Janata Party candidate in 
1980.As the Janata Party suf- 
fered splits, he moved to Janata 
Dal. Emerged as, one of the 
prominent faces of United 
Front during 1996-98. Disillu- 
sioned he embraced the 
Cong(I) in 1999, turned a stri- 


dent critic of the Atal Bihari Va- 
jpayee led NDA government in 
Parliament and outside. 

It’s to his credit that Jaipal 
rubbed shoulders with the 
likes of Somnath Chatterjee, 
George Fernandes, Lal Krishna 
Advani, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, 
PV Narasimha Rao, AB Bard- 
han S Chandrasekhar etc and 
made a mark with his oratori- 
cal skills and political acumen 
during the 1980s to 2014. 

When the Cong(I) man- 
aged to put together UPA 
under Manmohan Singh, Jaipal 


A cub reporter’s delight 


. Jaipal Reddy was a dapper 

man, but strode the State 
political arena like a collossus. 
His sudden demise last week 
has undoubtedly left a huge 
void and an irreparable loss 

to the State of Telangana. 
The State has lost one of its 
most distinguished sons who 
brought laurels to both the Tel- 
ugus States and the country. 

As a cub reporter working 
for Deccan Chronicle, a leading 
English daily then, in fact I had 
an opportunity to cover sev- 
eral press conferences held by 
Mr Reddy, as well his firebrand 
debates in the state assembly 
as an opposition MLA. 

His press conferences 
most of the time used to be vir- 
tual dictation as he never ever 
used to give an opportunity for 
the reporters to ask any clarifi- 
cation. He used to express ex- 
actly what the news starved 
reporters were looking for in 
an era when there was no 24x7 
TV channels, nor ‘madness’ of 
breaking news phenomenon. 


For serious journos cover- 
ing his beat, there were clues 
in his word play that often led 
to news leads. His vocabulary 
was so impeccable and many 
cub reporters like me were 
rather forced invariably to 
refer to the dictionary. In other 
words, he had also inculcated 
many of us to read dictionary 
too! 

My routine beat was Leg- 
islative Assembly. I remember 
three interesting anecdotes in- 
volving Mr Jaipal Reddy during 
80s when he was in the Oppo- 
sition as Janata Dal leader in 
the state Legislative Assembly. 

During T Anjaiah’s tenure 
as Chief Minister, Mr Reddy 
and M Venkaiah Naidu domi- 
nated the proceedings of the 
House. Anjaiah had to do a lot 
of explanation to the Opposi- 
tion especially while address- 
ing either Mr Jaipal Reddy or 
Mr Venkaiah Naidu in the As- 
sembly. 

In one such _ instance, 
Chief Minister Anjaiah address- 


ing these leaders on an impor- 
tant Bill, said “Look Jaipal 
Naidu what I meant was------ ; 
much to the amusement of the 
House. 

Mr Jaipal was quick on his 
toes to react; "When did I 
change my name?” amidst 
laughter in the House.. 

Mr Anjaiah, later in an in- 
formal chat with newsmen 
tried to justify his gaffe by say- 
ing “both of them have same 
mentality and I want to answer 
in one go.” 

In another similar occa- 
sion, Mr Jaipal Reddy along 
with senior Congress leaders 
came to the rescue of Mr T. An- 
jaiah when he lost his cool in 
the Assembly. That was when 
Mr Kona Prabhakar Rao, was in 
the Chair as Speaker of the 
House. While the Opposition 
members were seeking a reply 
from the Chief Minister, the 
concerned minister too failed 
to convince the opposition. 
Helpless Anjaiah tried making 
light of the issue. 


refined politician 


became the Information &. 
Broadcasting Minister. During 
the two terms of UPA, he held 
the portfolios of Urban Devel- 
opment, Petroleum & Natural 
Gas and Science and Technol- 
ogy. in addition to contribut- 
ing to the ministries, his stint at 
Petroleum Minister was 
marked with the courage he 
demonstrated in taking on the 
mighty Ambani’s. 

He was shifted out of the 
Ministry to S&T finally by Man- 
mohan Singh under controver- 
sial circumstances following 
differences over gas allocation 
to Mukesh Ambani led Re- 
liance Industries, after Jaipal 
reportedly refused to budge to 
the corporate giant’s demands. 

Born on January 16, 1942, 
Jaipal Reddy exhibited political 
ambitions quite early. During 
his days in the Osmania Univer- 
sity, Hyderabad he was one of 
the bright leaders. Stories 
abound of how he survived an 
attack for his strident role dur- 
ing the Telangana agitation of 
1969-70. He pursued MA (Eng- 
lish), Diploma in Journalism 
and Law from the University, 
during the 1960’s when his po- 
litical skills got him into the 
Cong(I) with leaders like Marri 
Channa Reddy, Mallikarjun etc. 

In the Legislative Assem- 


There was total pandemo- 
nium in the House over the 
issue and the Speaker pulled 
up the Chief Minister. At this 
stage, Mr Anjaih losing his cool 
shot back; "I am the Chief Min- 
ister and leader of the House. 
Are you above me” pointing to- 
wards the Speaker. Mr Prab- 
hakar, who was flabbergast 
immediately adjourned the 
House, much to the embarrass- 
ment of the ruling party. The 
newsmen covering the session 
were immediately asked to 
leave the Press gallery as there 
was a political storm in the 
House. The Assembly doors 
were closed with everyone in- 
side. It was Mr Jaipal Reddy 
along with senior Congress 
leaders who counseled Mr An- 
jaiah and also pacified the 
Speaker. When the House met 
again Mr Jaipal Reddy in all 
magnanimity told the Speaker 
to expunge the remarks of the 
Chief Minister and requested 
to move next item on the 
agenda, as if nothing has hap- 


bly of Andhra Pradesh, which 
saw Chief Ministers like PV 
Narasimha Rao, Kasu Brah- 
mananda Reddy, Chenna 
Reddy and later NT Rama Rao, 
Jaipal Reddy made a mark with 
his sharp speeches and com- 
ments. Along with the present 
Vice President, M Venkaiah 
Naidu, he was the one feared 
on looked upto by the powers 
that be during the four teams 
he served. 

Jaipal Reddy first got 
elected as an MP from Mah- 
bubnagar and went on to be a 
5 time MP of the Lok Sabha. 
The last was representing 
Chevalla during 2009-14. He 
also did two terms as Rajya 
Sabha MP. He did not fight 
elections after Telangana was 
formed in 2014. 

Though he did not com- 
mand a mass base in his home 
state, Telangana, Jaipal’s ap- 
peal at the national political 
arena, his articulation and un- 
derstanding of issues ensured 
his continued role in politics 
with five terms as a Lok Sabha 
MP, twice in Rajya Sabha and 
four times as MLA. 

(The author, an alumnus of 
the Department of Journalism, 
OU, is Associate Editor and Chief 
of Bureau, Business Line, Hyder- 
abad) 


pened. 

The third instance which I 
vividly remember was in early 
80s. There was a fierce battle 
for the Presidential candidate 
when Mrs Indira Gandhi was 
the Prime Minister. The Con- 
gress nominee was Mr Zail 
Singh, who ironically facing 
some charges. The united Op- 
position put up Mr Koka Subba 
Rao, former Supreme Court 
Judge as its Presidential candi- 
date. 

It is known fact that the 
President of India is elected by 
the members of the Legislative 
Assembly besides Parliament 
members. 

After the polling process 
was completed in the Assem- 
bly premises we approached 
Mr Jaipal Reddy for his reac- 
tion. He in his usual witty style 
said; “The choice is between 
the accused and the judge.” 
Next day in became the head- 
line in many newspapers. 


Sunkara Rammurty 
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Jaipal Reddy: An affable politician who 
uoted Lord Acton, Diogenes effortlessly 
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tind. S Jaipal Reddy, who 
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at a hospital in Hy- 
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e. He was 77 
ellectuals and the callow 


ted Jaipal for his deep 
ght into a number of ts- 
; that affected society A 
ticlan with a difference, 
yas a scholar, writer and 
eloquent and witty 


he defied the challenge and 
grew in the political firma 
ment to remain forever a 
source of inspiration to those 
who take public life as a 
career. 

Born in Nermetta in Nal- 
gonda district in 1942, he ac- 
tually belonged to Madugul 
in erstwhile Mahbubnagar 
district. He had an MA and 
also a degree in journalism 


from Osmania University, 
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Jalpal Reddy used to amaze 
admirers as well as critics 
with his Muency and vehe- 
mence in both English and 
Telugu. His lish was im- 
peccable and robust. He once 
described Manmohan Singh 
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Indira Gandhis fearless rival in Medak 


Jaipal Reddy proved himself to be a politician ready to fight for the right causes 
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A friend recollects... 


Mohan Guruswamy 


hen Indira Gandhi 

suspended democ- 

racy with the 1975 

Emergency, it was 

the green light for 
him to openly oppose her. 

Jaipal would always recall the tus- 
sle between the Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 
and Brahmananda Reddy factions in 
the party elections for a PCC president. 

Jaipal would always recall the tus- 
sle between the Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 
and Brahmananda Reddy factions in 
the party elections for a PCC president. 

I first met Sudini Jaipal Reddy in 
1964 when he was the president of the 
Osmania University Students Union 
(OUSU), the omnibus union of all stu- 
dent unions, and I was the general sec- 
retary of the Nizam College Students’ 
Union. That year there was a major 
struggle on the issue of university au- 
tonomy between the then CM, K. Brah- 
mananda Reddy, and the 
vice-chancellor of Osmania University, 
well-known educationist, D.S. Reddy. 
The CM wanted full control of the uni- 
versity, at that time one of the two big 
universities in Andhra Pradesh, as the 
state government financially sup- 
ported the university. The vice-chan- 
cellor felt that ceding control to the 
government would mean a progressive 
dilution of standards and discipline. 
Jaipal was supporting the CM. It was 
well known that Brahmananda Reddy 
thought highly of him and was groom- 
ing him for high office. He chose well. 

However, Nizam College students 
had taken a contrary position and were 
with the V-C. Jaipal came over to Nizam 
College’s famous Rajiah Canteen, 
where we effectively ended up having 
a debate in front of a canteen full of 
students. Jaipal was then studying for 
his second master’s degree and his fel- 
low district students adored him. As 
Jaipal and I debated the issue, I re- 
alised how well read and articulate he 
was. He turned the general notion 
about a college student from the dis- 
tricts with school education in the ver- 
nacular struggling with English on its 
head. Here he was in full flow quoting 
Rousseau and Russell literally storming 
my pre-analytic cognitive vision of a 
university free of political meddling. 
His followers had no doubt that he had 
won. But Nizam College didn’t join the 
strike. 
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[t was well known that 
then Chief Minister Kasu 
Brahmananda Reddy 
thought highly of him and 
was grooming him for 
high office. He chose 
well. 
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Later in life, when he would be- 
moan the falling standards of uni- 
versity education, | would always 


remind him of the debate in Rajiah 
Canteen. Jaipal was always gracious to admit he 
was wrong and it was a mistake. 


Later in life, when he would be- 
moan the falling standards of univer- 
sity education, I would always remind 
him of the debate in Rajiah Canteen. 
Jaipal was always gracious to admit he 
was wrong and it was a mistake. When 
I read on Saturday about the KCR gov- 
ernment in Telangana appointing eight 
IAS officers as vice-chancellors of the 
universities in the state, I was re- 
minded about how it began. Jaipal was 
on my mind, and when the phone rang 
at 3 am on Sunday morning, I knew it 
was his time. I had spoken to his 
brother-in-law Laxma Reddy and his 
long-time secretary Venkatram Reddy 
last on Saturday night and my instinct 
was that the end was near. 

That first encounter with Jaipal 
turned into a lifelong friendship that 
grew stronger with the years and even 
when we were in opposing trenches. 
Jaipal became an MLA in 1969 and his 
small apartment in the old MLAs’ quar- 
ters became an adda for long political 
discussions and gossip over endless 
cups of tea. In those days Jaipal was an 
admirer of Morarji Desai and approved 
of his liberal economics and austere 
life. Most of us, his friends and follow- 
ers, admired Indira Gandhi, while 
Jaipal felt she was destroying the inner- 
party democracy of the Congress. 

Jaipal would always recall the tus- 
sle between the Neelam Sanjiva Reddy 
and Brahmananda Reddy factions in 
the party elections for a PCC president. 
When Indira Gandhi and her immedi- 
ate court took complete control of the 
Congress Party after the split in 1969, 
Jaipal stayed on with the Congress (I), 
because that’s where his mentor KBR 
was. But he felt stifled. It was during 


this period that Jaipal became well ac- 
quainted with the leading light of the 
Congress Young Turks, Chandra 
Shekhar. He became a fervent admirer 
and his fascination for him took many 
of us towards him. 

When Indira Gandhi suspended 
democracy with the 1975 Emergency, 
it was the green light for him to openly 
oppose her. He did it with gusto and 
his MLA quarter’s front yard resonated 
with his criticism of Mrs Gandhi. I used 
to caution Jaipal to go easy lest he be 
arrested. But he would scoff at the 
fears and would loudly say that Ven- 
gala Rao (then CM) did not have the 
courage. He was right, for Vengala Rao 
was afraid that putting Jaipal in jail 
would become a cause celebre and Os- 
mania University would become a 
hotbed of resistance. 

The end of the Emergency saw the 
emergence of Jaipal Reddy as a na- 
tional figure. The Congress swept 
Andhra Pradesh, winning 41 out of 42 
Lok Sabha seats, but was virtually 
wiped out in the Hindi-speaking states. 
He became the leader of the Janata 
Party in Aandhra and was the new 
party’s leading voice in South India. 
The Congress won the 1978 state elec- 
tions in Andhra, but the Janata Party 
under Jaipal’s leadership emerged with 
60 seats and almost 30 per cent of the 
popular vote, about nine per cent be- 
hind the Congress. The rump Congress 
(Reddy) won 30 seats, with 18 per cent 
of the vote. It is conceivable that if the 
Janata Party and Congress (Reddy) 
joined hands together, it might have 
been the end of the Congress Party. 
But history gave Jaipal another chance. 

In 1984, when Rajiv Gandhi won in 


the wake of Indira Gandhi’s assassina- 
tion with 404 seats, and the Opposi- 
tion front benches were bare with 
leaders like Chandra Shekhar and Atal 
Behari Vajpayee defeated in their baili- 
wicks, Jaipal, a first-timer in the Lok 
Sabha, became the Opposition’s lead- 
ing voice in Parliament. He used to tor- 
ment Rajiv Gandhi with his razor-sharp 
wit and incisiveness. When V.P. Singh 
fell out with Rajiv Gandhi in 1988, 
Jaipal Reddy emerged as the main 
spokesman for the Opposition. He rev- 
elled in this role. I had returned from 
Harvard in early 1984, and Jaipal 
quickly co-opted me into the Opposi- 
tion’s attack team. I would write posi- 
tion papers and would work with Jaipal 
on how to dominate the newspapers 
the next morning. Jaipal would tell me 
that since the Opposition did not seek 
a revolution, but only a reformation of 
the political process with an electoral 
victory, the task was to chip away at 
Rajiv’s ankles every day with issues 
and criticisms. 

When the Janata Dal imploded in 
1991, Jaipal persisted with the Opposi- 
tion despite P.V. Narasimha Rao’s 
standing invitation to rejoin the Con- 
gress. Interestingly enough, the stint as 
an Opposition front-bencher took 
Jaipal more leftward politically. He 
would chortle over my description of 
Dr Manmohan Singh’s reforms and 
trickle-down economics as feeding im- 
ported oats to racehorses so that the 
sparrows could eat the dung. Jaipal 
would also point to his own inconsis- 
tency in opposing the Congress Party’s 
dynastic rule when all the Janata fac- 
tions became dynastic parties them- 
selves. He swallowed his pride and 
rejoined the Congress. 

In 2004 he emerged as a minister 
in the Manmohan Singh government, 
but the ideological fires still burned 
within. When Manmohan Singh and 
Sonia Gandhi wanted him to agree to 
the Reliance plea that gas excavated by 
Indian producers be paid international 
prices, and not at a fixed rate, Jaipal 
dug in his heels. He lost the coveted pe- 
troleum ministry and was reassigned 
to the science and technology ministry, 
generally seen as a sideline. By now 
Jaipal was tired. He fought for his be- 
liefs for long, and now was not willing 
to strike back. The coming of Narendra 
Modi and Jaipal’s intense antipathy for 
the RSS only cemented his roots with 
the Congress. 

Only two people have made an im- 
pression on my political and economic 
thinking. One was Chandra Shekhar 
and the other was Jaipal. Chandra 
Shekhar died in 2007. A dozen years 
later Jaipal has followed. When I told 
my wife about his demise early on Sun- 
day morning, she told me that now you 
will not have anybody to talk to. 


(The author is an alumnus of De- 
partment of Journalism, O.U. This arti- 
cle was first published in Deccan 
Chronicle on July 29, 2019) 
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How ideologies shaped the world 


Bipasa Dash 


he hunger for knowledge 
: and the dream and hard- 
work to stand as a good 
political commentator and a 
parliamentarian inspired Late 
S. Jaipal Reddy to pen down his 
thoughts and views in the form 
of a book. 

Ten Ideologies: The Great 
Asymmetry between Agrarian- 
ism and Industrialism is a theo- 
retical look at the world from 
18th to 21st century in terms of 
human development in lucid 
manner. He also describes his- 
tory of ideologies in global 


TEN 
IDEOLOGIES 


The Great Asymmetry between 
Agrarianism and Industrialism 


S. JAIPAL REDDY 





With a Foreword by 
GOPALKRISHNA GANDHI 


Ten Ideologies, by S. Jaipal 
Reddy. Orient BlackSwan. 304 
pages. Rs 495 


view. Advancement in technol- 
ogy and the change in ideolo- 
gies reconstructed today's 
world. According to him, there 
are intellectual tangles caused 
by utmost bifurcation in ide- 
ologies where there is a neces- 
sity to rise above it. 





IDFOLOGIES — @ 


In the first part of the 
book, he describes four great 
movements-- Renaissance, Hu- 
manism (Hellenic), The Refor- 
mation (Protestant) and 
Scientific Revolution. In the 
Part-ll, he points out ten major 
ideologies that shaped the 
world-- Nationalism, Democ- 
racy, Liberalism, Capitalism, 
Evolutionary, Socialism, Revo- 
lutionary Socialism, Feminism, 
Environmentalism, Nuclear 
Pacifism, and Globalism. 

“Our intellectual confu- 
sions are primarily the result of 
our inability to distinguish be- 


Reminiscences 
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met him when he was in 
Janata Party and he came 


across as an inspiring 
leader to youngsters who 
sought his guidance. He 


had a special affinity for Hy- 
derabad and Osmania Uni- 


versity, especially 


Department of Journalism. 
He was instrumental in the 
birth of Prasar Bharati, 
where I worked as Adviser 
to Chairman. 


K. Sai Srinivas 


Consulting Editor 

Entrepreneur 

and former advisor to 
Prasar Bharati Chairman. 





hnd Industrialism 


mmetry between 


tween the modern and the pre- 
modern,” writes Reddy. 

The author notes that the 
modern age is the product of 
two major revolutions, that is, 
French and Industrial Revolu- 
tion; and vast development, 
where French Revolution 
paved the way for new political 
and social experiment whereas 
the Industrial Revolution gave 
rise to new forms of energy 
and new technologies. He has 
crisply described the intellec- 
tual foundations laid over 
three centuries for the two 
great revolutions. 
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“AS we are dealing with 
the two great Revolutions, it 
might be asked whether they 
were mere coincidental or the 
culmination of historical devel- 
opments. I was among those 
who believe that the ground 
for the two Revolutions was 
prepared through a number of 
important developments in 
such varied fields as religion, 
philosophy, literature, arts, 
and science,” he writes. 

According to Reddy, today 
the modern schools of thought 
has led to new popular ideolo- 
gies, where world believes that 


n the year 1989, I had the 
privilege of interviewing 
Shri S. Jaipal Reddy for the II- 
lustrated Weekly of India at 
his Old MLA Quarters resi- 
dence. He was one politician 
who was suave, astute and 
with a gift of the gab. Known 
for his articulation, he would 
use the choicest words to ex- 
press self and showed to the 


today schools are thought to be 
an extension of ancient ideas. 
But in reality, it is a fallacy. The 
ancient ideologies are still and 
will be always important; if it 
dies, the primitive ideologies 
based on religion, race, or na- 
tion will be reawaken which on 
addition will divide the society. 

“The modern age has wit- 
nessed not only a vast increase 
in our economic standards and 
the destructive potential of 
weaponry, but also the im- 
mense generation of new pop- 
ular ideologies,” Reddy notes. 

He also outlines the evolu- 
tion of ideologies ranging from 
capitalism and_ socialism, 
though nationalism and 
democracy, to feminism and 
environmentalism. He has also 
described all the ideologies in 
detail and asymmetry between 
the traditions of Agrarianism 
and transformations of Indus- 
trialism. 

“In other words, a history 
based on science and technol- 
ogy will enable humans to view 
themselves from a different 
prism, and thus outgrow the 
ground rules and gut feelings 
developed during the Agrarian 
Society. It is this overall mental 
growth that will make humans 
distrust people of other coun- 
try, creeds, less, and might 
even make them trust more. 
This psychic transfiguration 
will make them more deserv- 
ing of the facilities and fruits of 
Industrial Society,” Reddy 
sums up. 


was working in Andhra 


Janata Newspaper by the 
time Jaipal Reddy joined the 
journalism course in Osmania 
University. We met at a party 
hosted by late prime minister, 
P. V. Narsimha Rao's son. I 
came to know that he did his 
journalism then. I suggested 
that he should go for masters 
and he was willing to pursue 


world that if you have the 


the same. He was associated 
with the Cine Goers Associa- 


brains, no impairment can 
deter you from contributing 
your best. May his soul rest in 


peace. 


tion and he was very active in 
organizing seminars, espe- 
cially parallel cinema. Then I 


met him at the Raj Bhavan 
after he became the Union 


Prof. K. Narender 
Dept. of Journalism, O.U. 


Minister for Information and 
Broadcasting ministry. 


G. S. Vardhachari, 1955- 


56 2nd batch of Journalism 


remember, I interviewed him in Benguluru at AICC Planary session. When I met him, he was quite articulate person. As 


he was a Telugu man, naturally we connected. He used to use bombastic words, which are not normal for any politician, 
like words we find in Oxford dictionary. I never heard him abusing anyone or using unparliamentary words. He was 


amongst few politicians that I have came across, sober, presented his view points with clarity. Though he might have dif- 
fered with opposition party, he still had high regards for them and interacted with them in a highly respectful manner. An- 
other thing that I noticed in him is his self confidence. Whenever anybody tried to help him out since he was handicap, he 


always said he would manage. 


C.R. Gauri Shankar 
Deccan Chronicle 


Department, Arts College. 
Veteran journalist, former 
head of Journalism Depart- 
ment, Telugu University. 


